Narrative / Overview Statement
City of Red Bud

Lincoln Park Development


Current development plans for Lincoln Park will provide much-needed facilities to accomplish three objectives which are consistent with the Red Bud Community Plan.  The construction of two tennis courts will replace three older courts which have subsided and are no longer usable.  The multi-purpose trail and exercise station will serve the needs of an increasingly exercise-conscious population and focus additional trail-building plans for a community with few sidewalks.  A youth football practice and competition facility will relieve the demand for playing fields that are currently shared and inadequate.


More than three-quarters of residents who completed a community questionnaire on multi-purpose trails in the fall of 2006 answered that they intended to use proposed trails for exercise, and most would expect their children to use trails to walk or bicycle to school.  A once-active tennis club was forced to discontinue a popular tournament because of the deteriorated condition of the old tennis courts, and players now drive to neighboring communities to play.  The Muskets Athletic Club supports seven youth football teams for 145 players and 35 cheerleaders from Red Bud and nearby communities, but they must borrow space to practice.

Residents have long encouraged the development of recreation facilities in general and Lincoln Park in particular.  The Planning Commission’s 1990 Plan revealed that “New recreation facilities” and “Development of newly acquired parkland” were the highest-ranking priorities in a community questionnaire.  Located on the urban fringe, Red Bud continues to attract new residents, and the demand for recreation facilities increases proportionately. The City of Red Bud has promoted the development of Lincoln Park and anticipated the demand for additional recreational facilities by budgeting for trails and tennis courts.  Voluntary contributions back the Muskets Athletic Club’s activities.  As illustrated by the letters of support from community organizations (in Attachment A-8), the entire community is eager to implement the current plan.

Lincoln Park is centrally located.  Nearby are Red Bud Regional Hospital, Southwestern Illinois College, two of the community’s four schools, Red Bud Nursing Home, and several of the city’s newer residential area.  Plans are to eventually connect parks, schools, and library to all residential areas via multi-purpose trails.
